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A similar idea was expressed in the ancient Greek comedy dealing
with the age of Chronos, and in the Roman saturnalia, the forerunner
of the modern carnival and possibly of some Christmas customs.
REINCARNATION  AND   TRANSMIGRATION   OF   SOULS
The idea of the perfection of the human personality through the
transmigration of souls is found in the religious history of most
civilized peoples. The Egyptian belief was that the soul, in the course
of 13,000 years, was incarnated in every species of animal and, gradually
leaving behind it all bestial attributes, eventually attained to human
existence, which in its turn found perfection in the everlasting peace
of the so-called Earu.
This conception, that the soul found its way back to the original
source of all life by being purified in the bodies of animals and men,
was communicated to the Greeks by the philosopher Pythagoras as
early as 500 B.C. The opinion of the later Greek philosopher,
Empedocles, was that the soul passed through plants also. These
notions were given expression in the celebration of secret dramas in
the Greek mysteries. The philosopher Plato was of the opinion that
the migrations of the soul lasted 10,000 years.
Whereas Origen, the Greek Father of the Church, defended the
view that the resurrection was already beginning in this life, through
the process of uninterrupted spiritualization, other Fathers of the
Church favoured the doctrine of " the resurrection of the body " on the
day of judgment, when the earthly bodies of the just will reappear,
though in some way transfigured. Islam also adopted the Jewish
teaching, but gave it a more material interpretation.
The Persian belief was that at the end of the world the good spirit
Ormuzd would lead souls back to their bodies and to everlasting life.
SHAPING   OF   FUTURE   LIVES   BY   KARMA
The doctrine that every deed performed in this life is either punished
or rewarded in a life after death is found in the Indian religions, in
conjunction with the transmigration of souls. According to common
* Hindu ideas, an imperishable, purely spiritual soul constitutes the
indestructible core of every living being, no matter whether it has a
divine, demoniac, bestial or human body. On the death of the body,
which resolves itself into its component chemical parts, the soul quits
its habitation and passes into another body which is made afresh for
it according to the sum of its good and bad deeds (Karma).
Buddhism has it that there is no unchangeable self or ego which
clothes itself with material stuff in order to wander from one existence
to another. On the contrary, the soul, like the body, is in constant
process of formation. Just as the body is constantly changing, so the
soul-is subject to constant change and resembles a stream or a fire, which
appears to someone glancing at them hastily to be a unity, but which is
really assuming a different value every second.